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How Can Higher Education Cultivate Demand-Oriented Applied Talents

Ge Xinyong'?, Li Qiufeng'?, Cheng Cuilian', Huang Li'*
(1. Research Center for Educational Evaluation Reform, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China;
2. Teacher Education College, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China;
3. Chonggqing City Management Vocational Technical College, Chongging 401331, China)

Abstract; Demand orientation is the core logic driving the systematic transformation of the applied
talent cultivation model in higher education. Taking agricultural and rural talent cultivation as an entry
point, this study adopts an exploratory sequential mixed—methods design grounded in theory, constructs a
three—dimensional analytical framework of “type—skills—endowment”, and explores demand-oriented
training paths for applied talents in higher education. The findings indicate that the supply gap is most
significant for science and technology talents as well as production and operation talents; skill demand
demonstrates a compound and escalating pattern from the “production side” to the “market side”; and
endowment demand exhibits a multi-dimensional structure of “wvalues + technology + local context +
funding”. Accordingly, it is recommended to promptly implement specialized training programs for scarce
practical talents, resolve structural contradictions between skill supply and demand, and provide integrated
chain-style employment services to enhance cultivation effectiveness. On the basis of balancing talent supply
and demand, further exploration should be conducted on implementation pathways for optimizing resource
allocation, adjusting disciplines and majors, and innovating employment guidance to improve the demand
adaptability of talent cultivation.

Key words: higher education; applied talents; talent demand; cultivation path
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