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The Construction of Local High—Level Universities: As a Research Topic

QU Zhenyuan'* LIN Genrong’
(1. China Association of Higher Education, Beijing 100191;
2. China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083;
3. Anhui University, Hefei 230039)

Abstract: As a vital component of China’ s higher education system, local high—level universities shoulder
multiple missions, including serving regional economic and social development, cultivating high—quality applied
talents, and facilitating the transformation of scientific and technological achievements. This paper begins with an
exploration of the evolution of China’s higher education management system, analyzing the origins of development
issues faced by local universities. It then examines the current status and challenges encountered by local high—
level universities. Based on case studies, the paper proposes strategies and recommendations for their construction
and development. The research indicates that, compared to centrally administered universities, local high—level
universities lag in policy support, talent attraction, and resource aggregation; however, they possess distinct
advantages in creating regional characteristics and serving local development. To build local high—level universities,
it is essential to clarify their strategic positioning and proactively align with regional development needs;
dynamically adjust disciplinary and professional structures to establish mechanisms closely linked with industrial
chains; develop collaborative innovation models integrating government, industry, academia, research, and
application to achieve resource sharing and mutual benefits; balance the relationship between serving local interests
and pursuing excellence, thereby forming comparative advantages in distinctive fields. Ultimately, local high—level
universities should strive for leapfrog development through regional service and realize their value within national
strategies and regional growth.
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